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FOREWORD

JAMES WOLFE, whose life is pictorially portrayed in these

pages, has not without reason become a hero for two great

nations—England and Canada. By his victory on the Heights

of Abraham he changed the whole course of history for the North

American continent and won for the British Empire the greatest

of her Dominions. That, however, was not his sole claim to

fame.

From his boyhood days Wolfe devoted himself to the study of

his profession, his dealings with his subordinates were such that

he was described as " the soldier's friend." Deeply religious, he

was imbued with courage of the highest order ; and his self-

sacrificing patriotism and devotion to duty are too well known to

need comment.

Happy are the countries whose national heroes are men of the

character of General Wolfe, for Englishmen and Canadians can

unite in the sure knowledge that in commemorating his achieve-

ments they are handing on to future generations an example of

qualities essential not only to the making of great nations, but to

their maintenance and development.

Chevening,

April, 1924.





PREFACE

HE subject of this book—James Wolfe—is one that

possesses such attractions, that the attempt to commit

to pen and picture a general impression of the man and

his character needs no apology. I have endeavoured to avoid all

wearisome detail, and trust that this noble life of devotion to duty

may prove of value to the rising generation from the point of

example and inspiration.

My grateful thanks are due to those who have so kindly aided

me in my undertaking, and to all those good friends who have

placed sketches, pictures and photographs at my disposal. Should

I inadvertently have used any picture without necessary per-

mission, I most earnestly ask pardon.

This book is not intended to be a scholarly effort, and I trust

its readers may accept without severe criticism what has been a

real labour of love.

Quebec House,

Westefham, Kent.

1926.
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MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES WOLFE

This unique and hitherto unpublished portrait is from a

Drawing made a few days before his death by his Second
Brigadier, the Hon. George Townshend.

—

By permission of The
McCord Museum, McGill University, Montreal.

It is interesting to note that R. Wright, who wrote the first

life of Woife, has written an appreciation of this sketch above the

portrait.







WOLFE'S PARENTAGE AND
BOYHOOD'S DAYS

" No man in the past attracts me so much as Wolfe—very few ever

inspired me as this great man has done. ... It is to Wolfe that we are indebted

for the greatest of our Dominions, and you people of Westerham may well

feel proud of your connections with that great man."

Fiild-Marshal Earl Roberts, January 2nd, igxx,

JAMES WOLFE and his only brother Edward were born at

the little old-world town of Westerham, which nestles just

inside the borders of Kent, hard by the " Pilgrim's Way."

His father, Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Wolfe, was of Irish descent,

and, at the age of thirty-eight, married Miss Henrietta Thompson,

a young and beautiful York-

shire lady, sister of Bradwar-

dine Thompson, M.P. She

had a fine noble character,

and undoubtedly her influence

could be traced in her son

throughout his life.

Although James happened

to be born at the Vicarage

near by, his parents lived at

the interesting and fine old house known in the eighteenth century

as " Spiers," but now as Quebec House, where, in delightful

surroundings, he and his brother spent their peaceful childhood

days. Three weeks after his birth he was baptized at the Parish

Church. The entry in the Register, dated January n, 1726 (old

style), may be seen, also the old stone font then used.

Little is recorded of James' early youth, but we know he and

WOLFE'S EARLY HOME, 1737-38.



THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

his brother attended Westerham School, then kept by Mr. Lawrence.

The old school bell is still in existence.

" Quebec House/' with all its nooks and corners, and secret

cupboards, is a fine old Tudor dwelling, and dates from about the

middle of the sixteenth century. It is probable, however, that

portions are the remains of an even older house. Almost every

part has some distinctive feature, especially the noble panelled

drawing-room, oak staircase with sturdy column balustrades, hall

with wide stone fire-place, and dining-room with similar grate,

surmounted by Arms of Henry VII. Happily, too, many personal

belongings of General Wolfe are again, after an interval of nearly

two hundred years, placed within its walls. These tend to make

his early dwelling a shrine for antiquarians and lovers of Old

English homes. From the windows of the house may be seen the

famous roadway which has existed since early British days, and

along which centuries later devout pilgrims used to pass on their

way to Thomas a Becket's tomb at Canterbury. It was the road

over which the great soldiers of the Roman legion passed during

the colonizing enterprises of Caesar. By accident of fate this

typical English countryside, through which runs the " Pilgrim's

Way," may to some extent be associated with one whose deeds

gave England a Western Empire which has ever since produced

a new field for the energies, courage, and ambitions of our race.

On Colonel Wolfe's removal to Greenwich about the year 1738

the brothers were sent to a school there, kept by a clergyman

named Swindon, who gained the esteem of his pupils, and remained

on the best terms with them during their lives. (He also acted as

almoner and confidential adviser to the childless widow after the

irreparable loss she sustained at Quebec.) James Wolfe, however,

did not long benefit by his teaching, for he volunteered to accom-
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WOLFE'S PARENTAGE AND BOYHOOD'S DAYS

pany his father on the fatal expedition to Carthagena in 1740, and

was only saved from the horrors so graphically described by

Smollett in Roderick Random by a serious illness which necessitated

his return home from Portsmouth. He then went back to school,

where he formed his life-long friendship with Jack Jervis (after-

wards the famous Lord St. Vincent), but soon afterwards, towards

the end of the year 1741, whilst playing in the grounds of Squerryes

Court, Westerham, with George Warde, his first Commission as a

Second-Lieutenant of Marines was brought to him. At the place

where this occurred a Memorial has been erected commemorating

the event.

So now this bright and happy boy, whose merits and match-

less skill made him an Adjutant at sixteen, a Captain and Brigade-

Major at seventeen, a Lieutenant-Colonel at twenty-three, a

Brigadier-General at thirty-one, and a Major-General and the

captor of half a continent at thirty-two, goes forward with all his

thoughts, pleasures and ideas centred on his one object in life, to

fight the battles of his country.

3



WOLFE'S MILITARY CAREER
"A man, but young

—

Yet old in Judgment, theorie and practice.

In all humanity, and to increase the wonder,

Religious—yet a soldier."—Massinger.

MR. R. WRIGHT, the biographer of Wolfe, tells us :

" The British Army had never been at a lower ebb

than when Wolfe entered it. It was the heartless

policy of those * good old times ' when war was at an end to dis-

band suddenly the greater part of the Forces, and thus a Treaty

that brought peace and prosperity to the nation at large

was followed by distress, if not ruin to those whose

swords had been the means of effecting it. Barracks in

those days were not established, and the few Companies

of Regiments, retained, were billetted here and there ;

and when required for war the Recruiting Sergeant had

to allure rustics from the plough, for the pay of sixpence

a day, to contend against the ably-officered and well-

p trained troops of France."

" In the beginning of each war," says the military

historian, Napier, " England had to seek in blood the

knowledge necessary to ensure success." It may be safely

be^gi^fto asserted that to no period of English history do these

Cheethara words more fitly apply than to the time when Wolfe

Manchester, (who does not appear to have served with the Marines)

became an Ensign in the 12th (or Colonel Duroure's) Regiment

of Foot, in March, 1742.

England had again launched into war, and the Regiment,

after being reviewed by the King on Blackheath, proceeded to

Flanders. Ensign Wolfe was fifteen years and three months old,

4



WOLFE'S MILITARY CAREER

and passed some time at Ghent, which he found a very dull town.

He did not, however, devote his enforced leisure solely to playing

the flute, which was his favourite amusement. He also improved

his education, acquiring a thorough knowledge of the military

profession, particularly with reference to fortifications. From this

course he never swerved, and even when a Lieutenant- Colonel,

commanding a Regiment of Foot in the Highlands of Scotland,

and on leave in Paris, he continued his studies. During his

sojourn in Ghent the letters he wrote, especially those addressed

to his mother, afford us a wonderful insight into his character.

At Ghent he was joined by his brother Edward, who had

succeeded in obtaining a Commission. Shortly afterwards the

brothers experienced their " Baptism of Fire " on the famous

battlefield of Dettingen ; a victory which, as is well known, we

owed more to good luck than good management, and to the bull-

dog courage of our soldiers, also to the rashness of the Due de

Grammont, who, instead of allowing the English to engage them-

selves in the defile of Dettingen, where he would have annihilated

them, left his vantage ground, and compelled the Marechal de

Noailles to do likewise in order to support him. James Wolfe

gives a full report of the battle, in which he had already risen to

the difficult post of Adjutant, a strong proof of steadfast attention

to matters of military importance, having been only a year in the

service. His horse was shot in the leg and threw him, so that he

was obliged to do his duty all that day and the next on foot, in a

pair of heavy boots !

In 1744 we find our hero at Ostend with his regiment, writing

brightly and cheerfully to encourage Edward, whose feeble con-

stitution had been seriously affected by the hardships of the late

campaign ; but alas ! the brief career soon closed. James' letter
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THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

to his mother on this occasion is most touching. " He lived and

died as a son of you two should, which I think is saying all I can,

poor boy, poor Ned !

"

Wolfe was again cantoned at Ghent, though he wished to visit

home, but could not obtain leave. Having been appointed Major

of Brigade he did not assist in person at the slaughter of Fontenoy,

where nearly three hundred men of his regiment fell. The imme-

diate consequence of the battle was the loss of Ostend and Tournay.

At this juncture the British Government were obliged to with-

draw all their forces from Flanders in order to suppress the rising

in Scotland in favour of the Stuart dynasty. Colonel Edward

Wolfe now took the field as a general of division in Marshal Wade's

Army, and his son James became his Brigade-Major. After

Prince Charles Edward's retreat from Derby, General Hawley

superseded Wade in the command of the troops, and Wolfe

assisted at the Battle of Falkirk—that curious encounter in which

both sides are said to have run away—and in which the rebels,

with some appearance of reason, claimed the victory on the ground

that they had captured the camp and cannon which had been

abandoned by the Royalists. Wolfe attempted to hush up the

loss, but did not deny the fact.

The next appearance of Wolfe is at Culloden, where Prince

Charles Edward was defeated and Jacobean aspirations received

their death blow. In the following portion of a letter to William

Sotheron, Wolfe writes :

" Inverness,

** April iythf 1746.
" Dear Sir,

" I have the pleasure to tell you that yesterday about

one in the afternoon the Duke engaged with the Rebel Army,

6



WOLFE'S MILITARY CAREER

and in about an hour drove them from the field of battle where

they left nearly 1500 dead ; the rest, except the prisoners,

escaped by the neighbourhood of the hills. The action was

three miles short of this place, on Lord President Forbes' land,

from whence it takes its name, the Battle of Culloden, etc.

" I am, dear Sir,

" Yours, etc.,

"
J. Wolfe."

It was after this battle that the Duke of Cumberland is said to

have told Wolfe to shoot a wounded soldier, a Highlander, who

instead of saluting had scowled at His Royal Highness. " My
commission," Wolfe is said to have replied, " is at Your Royal

Highness 's disposal, but I cannot consent to become an execu-

tioner."

Late in 1746 Wolfe was again in London en route for the

Continent—(and he was indebted to his good mother for some

timely pecuniary assistance whilst preparing necessary outfit)

—

whither he accompanied the reinforcements in January, 1747.

At the Battle of Laffeldt, where the Duke was defeated, Wolfe

was wounded. For distinguished services he received public

thanks from his Commander-in-Chief.

When the armies had gone into winter quarters, Wolfe returned

to London, where he spent three or four months of the winter of

1747-48. During that period he fell in love with the eldest

daughter of Sir William Lawson of Isel, Miss Elisabeth Lawson,

Maid of Honour to the Princess of Wales. In writing to his friend,

Captain Rickson, on the subject, Wolfe says :
" She made a sur-

prising progress in that short time, and won all my affections ;

some people reckon her handsome, but I who am her lover don't

7



THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

think her a beauty. She has much sweetness of temper, sense

enough, and is very civil and engaging in her behaviour. The
General and Mrs. Wolfe are against it, they have their eye upon

one of £30,000 !

"

Wolfe himself, however, denounces matches made for money

or interest. All his efforts to please were unavailing ; Miss

Lawson formally rejected his suit and died unmarried ! So ended

his first real love affair.

Notwithstanding his disappointment in love he continued to

be fond of ladies' society, and tells his mother "he is obliged to

her sex for many cheerful hours." He was of an affectionate

nature, and adored children. He writes : "I love children, and

think them necessary to us in our latter days. They are fit objects

for the mind to rest upon, and give it great entertainment, v/hen

amusements of other kinds have lost their value."

Wolfe had now seen seven active campaigns, and on his return

from the Continent, after the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, he was

gazetted, on the 5th January, 1749, as Major, with a view to the

Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 20th Regiment, then in Scotland.

He resided at Stirling and Perth, but does not appear to have liked

Scotland, owing probably to the unpleasant position which the

English soldiers occupied in that country after the Rebellion, and

to his disagreeable mission of keeping down the Highlanders.

However, to his great satisfaction, he succeeded in obtaining leave

to visit Paris in October, 1752, where he remained for about

six months.

Wolfe then came to England, marching with his regiment to

Dover, where he wrote in happy mood to his mother, saying that

his health was better. Although a kind and sociable man, he had,

by his studious disposition and daring deeds, gained a reputation

8



WOLFE'S MILITARY CAREER

for eccentricity. The Duke of Newcastle even went so far as to

call him mad. " Mad is he !
" said King George, with a chuckle,

as he thought of the many incompetent soldiers who served him,

" then I only hope he'll bite some of my generals !
" Of Wolfe's

subsequent engagements not much can be said in this short sketch

of his life, but mention must be made of Rochefort (1757), Louis-

bourg (1758), and Quebec (1759)*

9



THE ROCHEFORT AND LOUISBOURG
EXPEDITIONS

"Wolfe wher'er he fought,

Put so much of his heart into the act.

That his example had a magnet's force,

And all were swift to follow whom all loved."

—

Cowper.

WOLFE'S life for thirty years has been briefly outlined.

The latter half was one spent on active service. Mean-

time, the great Pitt (afterwards Earl of Chatham) had

commenced to work his way upwards, his true merit becoming

known. He was appointed Secretary of State in 1757, and at once

devised an invasion of France. The command of the expedition

was, through the King's obstinacy, entrusted to Lord George

10



THE ROCHEFORT AND LOUISBOURG EXPEDITIONS

Sackville, an old man, infirm both in mind and body. Everything

connected with the Rochefort expedition spelt disaster, and

although Wolfe made many suggestions to try and save the situation,

Lord George was afraid to make the attempt. However, this

failure taught Pitt a lesson, and he resolved that he would never

put a senior who was incapable in supreme command again. For

the next expedition, in 1758, namely, that against Louisbourg and

the French possessions in North America, he selected two Kentish

men, Colonel Amherst, as Major-General, and Brevet- Colonel

Wolfe, to whom he gave the command of a Brigade. These

thoroughly understood each other, thus contributing to success.

In reducing the great fortress of Louisbourg, Wolfe was a

determining human factor. Amherst, plodding, cautious, capable,

was in command, but Wolfe was the inspiring genius ; his daring

made a landing possible, his batteries broke down defences ; he

played the game, but never quite as the enemy expected. The

obvious was the ordinary man's way—it was not Wolfe's. That

accounted for his success at Quebec. It is known that during the

Siege of Louisbourg on one occasion, Wolfe entered the fight

without weapons of any kind, carrying only his cane ! He knew a

leader's chief duty is to direct the fight, not to brandish arms.

This fact seems to disprove the absurd story that Wolfe, at Pitt's

dinner-table, once drew his sword, boasting about great deeds he

meant to do with it. He was of so modest a temperament that

such an act would be foreign to his nature.

After the surrender of Louisbourg, on July 27th, 1758, he

writes to his father, that ** our loss in all this affair, notwithstanding

the most violent fire from the shipping, does not amount to much

above 400 men killed and wounded ! that of the enemy at least

three times as much. The garrison, to the number of about two

11



THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

thousand men, are prisoners of war ; they laid down their arms

this morning, and we took possession of the town/'

So nobly had Wolfe borne his share in the campaign that, on

returning to England and visiting his mother at Bath, he was

spoken of as a hero, " The Hero of Louisbourg." During this

leave he met the beautiful Miss Katharine Lowther, sister to Sir

James Lowther, afterwards first Earl of Lonsdale, to whom he

was eventually betrothed. It was the old story of first pleasing,

then fascinating. She gave him a picture of herself, the famous

miniature, which Wolfe always wore over his heart until the night

before his death, and which was then given into the keeping of an

old and cherished friend, Jack Jervis, who had to return it so

shortly afterwards to the sorrowing girl.

12





JAMES WOLFE HOLDING PLAN OF LOUISBOURG

Painted from life in the autumn of 1758.

—

By permission of

Dr. Clarence Webster.







QUEBEC

IN
the summer of 1608 Samuel de Champlain sailed up the

River St. Lawrence, to its junction with the River St. Charles.

The piece of ground washed by these rivers forms a bold

promontory two hundred feet high, and there he planted the first

settlement in the vast region now known as Canada. The site of

VIEW OF QUEBEC, THE CAPITAL OF BRITISH AMERICA.

this Settlement became the City of Quebec, and thence explorers

were sent out far and wide. Brave, adventurous, intrepid men,

they made their way across vast wildernesses to the great lakes,

and even to within sight of the Rocky Mountains. But the French

were not a colonizing nation, and a century and a half later the
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THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

total number of Frenchmen in Canada was not more than some

70,000. In neighbouring British Colonies along the Atlantic

there was a large population of British people mostly engaged in

farming. In the Old World, war was raging between England and

France, consequently elsewhere there was war between these two

nations. The French sent efficient military leaders to Canada, of

whom one was the famous General Montcalm.

The British Commanders in America, on the other hand, were

very incompetent, with the result that the British troops were

everywhere defeated, and the outlook was gloomy. However,

William Pitt concluded that there was not room on the American

Continent for France and England ! He determined, therefore, to

fit out another expedition, this time against Quebec. His choice

of a commander fell upon Wolfe. Pitt little thought then that

" Canada, stretching from the storm-swept Atlantic to the calmer

pulsation of the Pacific, represented the harvest of the sowing of

one man—James Wolfe." *

* The late Field-Marshal Sir George White, V.C., at the banquet in London on the

150th anniversary of the battle of Quebec and the death of Wolfe.

14



EXPEDITION AGAINST QUEBEC
"He died; but won, for guerdon, renown that grows not old."

—

Simonides.

*' UCH a commander only do British soldiers want to lead

^^them to victory. You have no senior, no superior here.

/Go ! fulfil the wishes of your country." Thus spoke

Pitt to Wolfe when, at the age of thirty-two, he went forth to take

command of His Britannic Majesty's forces at Quebec.

Wolfe, though in ill-health and of a weak constitution, pos-

sessed such an indomitable spirit that it bore him through all

difficulties and enabled him to overthrow every obstacle to success,

and with a brave heart he proceeded to Quebec, a fortification

considered impregnable. Another column under Amherst was to

advance by the ill-fated route of Ticonderoga and Lake Champlain,

and a smaller column was instructed to harass the French outposts

at Fort Oswego, on the shores of Lake Ontario. But it was only

in 1760, and then with some changes of plan, that Amherst cap-

tured Montreal.

Wolfe sailed with his army of 9000 men boldly up the St.

Lawrence and anchored, in June, 1759, off the Island of Orleans,

a few miles below Quebec. Montcalm, the French Commander,

occupied a seemingly impregnable position. He had a force of

15,000 men, but most of them were Canadian levies, and he con-

sidered them an indifferent match for the best soldiers of Great

Britain. The French King was ready enough to lavish his finest

troops on the battlefields of Europe, but he and his Ministers

grudged every soldier and every gun that was sent to Canada. All

the same, Montcalm's position was enormously strong, and the

odds were all in his favour, Wolfe set to work with great energy.

15
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He soon seized the cliffs at Point Levis, on the southern bank of

the St. Lawrence opposite Quebec, which, however annoying,

was of no military importance. " You may destroy the town/'

said de Ramesay to Wolfe, in an interchange of messages during a

brief truce, " but you will never get inside it."

" I will take Quebec," was the reply, "if I stay here till

November."

At last, on July 31st, Wolfe delivered an attack on the French

lines close to the Montmorency end of the Beauport entrench-

ments, but the attempt resulted in absolute failure, and the loss of

nearly four hundred men. The slippery bank could not be climbed,

and only a drenching thunder-storm, which impartially spoiled the

powder of both sides, prevented heavier loss. All through August

nothing was done, Wolfe was prostrated with fever, but his spirit

was undisturbed. " Don't talk to me of constitution," he said ;

" spirit will carry men through everything." Nevertheless, no

headway was made. Montcalm clung to his lair, the siege of

Lower Quebec continued, but the French had only to sit still and

wait. The one success of the English force had been won by the

Navy, to which Wolfe's ultimate triumph was due. The French

never dreamed that it would be possible for the British warships

to slip up the narrows past Quebec, ignorant as their captains were

of the channels and exposed as they would be to the fire of the

French batteries. But one night half the British Fleet accomplished

this, and then proceeded to intercept Montcalm's provision boats

coming down the stream. Thus, with half the Fleet above the city

and half below, Wolfe threatened Quebec with starvation, if only he

could remain there long enough. But of that there was little chance,

Quebec was certainly straitened for supplies, but it assuredly would

not have been reduced to famine before the winter months began.

16



EXPEDITION AGAINST QUEBEC

Disheartened, and ill with fever, which also destroyed a large

part of the army, Wolfe thought he would have to give up the

attempt until after the winter ; but one day, whilst reconnoitring

the north shore above Quebec, he noticed at the now famous

Anse du Foulon, a narrow zigzag path, which led up to the summit,

about a mile and a half above Quebec. At once he resolved to

lead his army up that path at night and surprise the city.

He kept his ships for three or four days drifting up and down

the stream above Quebec, while the squadron below the city

showed equal activity, and made a vigorous feint at the mouth of

the St. Charles. Montcalm, indeed, was fully persuaded that the

main attack was to be delivered at that point. Neither he nor any

of his officers had the slightest idea how many soldiers Wolfe had

with him on those drifting ships.

At midnight, September 12th, on a fine and dark night, 1600

soldiers got into the boats at Cap Rouge and dropped down-

stream in the deep shadows of the northern bank. As the pro-

cession moved on, Wolfe quietly repeated Gray's " Elegy,'' written

a few years before. He paused on the words :

" The paths of glory lead but to the grave."

" I would rather be the author of that poem," he exclaimed,
u
than

take Quebec."

As the boats neared Quebec, two French posts had to be

passed. From the first rang out the sharp challenge, " Qui vive i
"

" France," replied the Highland officer—Sir Simon Fraser.

" Quel regiment i " he was asked.

" De la Reine" was his ready response, adding still in French,

" Don't speak so loud, or the English will hear !

"

The boats were allowed to pass, and when at last the chosen
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spot was reached, a little band of forty men, including Howe and

Monckton, who had been asked to volunteer for a hazardous duty,

leaped ashore and clambered up the path in single file, tearing aside

the entanglements with which it had been obstructed. Reaching the

summit, two hundred feet above the stream, just as the dawn was

breaking, they completely surprised the French outpost stationed

there, and the cliffs were won without a struggle. Then, as boat

after boat drew in to the shore, the soldiers hurried up the path,

and by six o'clock Wolfe, with an army of 4000 men, was in

battle array on the Heights of Abraham, resting his right wing on

the cliffs above the river.

Montcalm's main army was at Beauport, on the eastern side of

the city and the St. Charles. His lieutenant, Bougainville, with

2000 soldiers, was at Cap Rouge, five miles away. Wolfe was

between them. Theoretically, his position was desperate, though

it was of his own choosing, and it had been nothing short of a

miracle that he was there at all. Montcalm could easily bring up

from Beauport a force which outnumbered Wolfe's, and Bourgain-

ville could attack him simultaneously in the rear, but Bourgain-

ville, though so near, knew absolutely nothing of what was taking

place. It was now that Montcalm made his great mistake. He had

hitherto beaten every English general whom he had fought, and

that perhaps made him presumptuous. Without waiting to

gather the whole of his troops, or even to bring up his artillery, he

decided to give battle with the 4000 men who were with him.

Firing began about nine o'clock, the main French force advancing

and opening fire at a range of two hundred yards. Wolfe was shot

through the wrist, but he simply wrapped his handkerchief round

the wound and paid no heed to his hurt. He had issued orders

that the troops were to load with two bullets and not to present
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EXPEDITION AGAINST QUEBEC

their muskets until they could see the whites of their enemy's

eyes. The order was splendidly obeyed. The French came on,

firing and shouting upon them until even the buttons of the blue

and scarlet facings of the white coats of the French Regulars could

be distinguished. But still the British reserved their fire. At last,

when only thirty-five yards separated the two armies, the word

was given. The effect was terrific. The still red line sprang into

life, the recovered muskets leaped forward into a long bristling

bar, and with one deafening crash the most perfect volley ever

fired on battlefield burst forth as if from a single monstrous

weapon from end to end of the British line. A dense bank of

smoke blotted the French from sight, and from behind it there

arose a horrible din of clattering arms and savage oaths and agonized

cries. The sharp click of ramrods broke in upon the sound as the

British reloaded, and when the smoke rolled away the gay line was

seen to be shivered to fragments. Montcalm, undaunted, cheered

his troops on, but they were too untrained, and when they were

met by another volley, followed by a bayonet charge, those who

survived turned and ran. Wolfe was at the head of the Louisbourg

Grenadiers. Montcalm, mounted on a black charger, was observed

riding up and down, trying in vain to restore the shattered ranks.

The charge had not carried Wolfe far before he was shot in the

groin, his bright uniform forming a conspicuous mark. True to

his own words, " While a man is able to do his duty and can stand

and hold his arms it is infamous to retire," he continued to direct

the fight. On a third bullet passing through his lungs, he cried to

Lieutenant Henry Browne, who was near by, ** Support me,

support me, lest my gallant fellows see me fall
"—then

—

" All is

over with me," he whispered, and sank into a faint, and the red

line passed on and swept the enemy off the field.
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THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

Everyone knows the story how one of the officers standing by

him exclaimed, as they watched the rout,
14 How they run !

"

44 Who run i " gasped Wolfe.

" The enemy, sir, they give way everywhere !

"

" Then go quickly," said the dying hero, " to Colonel Burton

and tell him to march Webb's regiment down to Charles River to

cut off the retreat from the bridge." And then, turning on his side,

he murmured, " Now, God be praised, I die content," and in a few

minutes, in the moment of victory, the mighty soul had left its

stricken body. Wolseley said of him, " Wolfe's career is a grand

example of the British soldier's contempt for death, and of daring

courage instructed by military knowledge ; he served his king

with all his heart, and was privileged to die for England."

The brave Montcalm, too, was mortally wounded, and, on

hearing his fate, murmured sadly, " So much the better ; I shall

not live to see the surrender of Quebec." Before dying he dictated

a note to the British general, entreating the victors to behave

kindly to French and Canadian prisoners. " Be their protector,"

he said,
44
as I have been their father." He did not appeal in vain ;

and there is no need to repeat the eulogies which history has passed

upon both conqueror and vanquished.

Quebec surrendered four days later, and the remainder of the

French Army, abandoning lines and camp at Beauport, withdrew

to Jacques Cartier.

The Marquis de Montcalm, who was a valiant soldier and

noble foe, was buried in the Church of the Ursuline Convent at

Quebec, in an excavation made by the bursting of a shell within

the precincts of the Convent, bemoaned by the nuns and by his

grief-stricken soldiers.
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THE LAST HOME-COMING
"Let no sad tear upon his tomb be shed,

A common tribute to the common dead;

But let the good, the generous, and the brave.

With God-like envy sigh for such a grave."

ON Saturday, November 17th, 1759, the following appeared

in the Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. XXIX :
" This day the

remains of General Wolfe were landed at Portsmouth

from on board the ' Royal William ' man-of-war ; during the

solemnity, minute guns were fired from the ships at Spithead,

and all the honours that could

be paid to the memory of

a gallant officer were paid on

this occasion.'' On Tuesday,

November 20th, is the follow-

ing entry : " The corpse of

General Wolfe was interred in

a private manner in the family

vault at Greenwich." The

entries in the burial Register for

the same month include many

of the very poor, a foundling,

a " found drowned," and the

illustrious General. Thus the

foundling, u found drowned,"

and the illustrious General who

secured the greatest of Con-

tinents for the Anglo-Saxon race, pass off the stage—their exits

recorded without distinction.

The "ROYAL WILLIAM." Feom the Original
Painting in the McPherson Collection.

This battleship of 100 guns took part in the Expedition

against Rochefort in 1757, Quebec 1759, and Belleisle

1761. She was one of the longest-lived ships in the

Navy. It was the Royal William which conveyed the

body of General Wolfe to England, reaching Portsmouth

November 17th, 1759.
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THE ABBEY MONUMENT

ON the day following the burial at Greenwich the House

of Commons decided to erect a monument to Wolfe in

Westminster Abbey. It was executed by Wilton and

represents the dying hero sinking into the arms of a Grenadier.

His right hand presses his mortal wound. The Grenadier is

pointing to the goddess of Fame hovering overhead. In the back-

ground is a mourning Highlander. Parkman portrays the feeling

of jubilation which swept over England on hearing the news of

Wolfe's victory. England blazed with bonfires. " In one spot

alone/' he adds, " all was dark and silent ; for here a widowed

mother mourned for a loving and devoted son, and the inhabitants

of Blackheath forbore to profane her grief with the clamour of

rejoicings." It was from his home here Wolfe wrote these words

to his mother, then residing in Bath :

" All I hope is that I may be ready at all times to meet that

fate which no one can avoid, and to die with grace and honour

when my hour has come, whether it be soon or late."
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A MASTER OF DESTINY
" TT is no exaggeration to say/' writes John Richard Green,

the historian, " that three of the many victories of the

Seven Years' War determined for ages to come the destinies

of mankind. With that of Rossbach began the re-creation of

Germany ; with that of Plassey, the influence of Europe told for the

first time since the days of Alexander on the nations of the East

;

with the triumph of Wolfe on the Heights of Abraham began the

history of the United States " and indirectly of British America.

What then does the United States owe to Wolfe i Had Wolfe

not broken the French power, the British colonists would have been

overwhelmed in any attempt to break through the barriers that

herded them between the mountains and the sea. Wolfe's victory

paved the way to their progress and enabled them to throw off

their British allegiance. Except for that event the Declaration of

Independence might never have been written.

Wolfe's life presents to us one of the finest examples of the

triumph of soul over body. His wretched physical ailments made

no difference to him ; indeed, one of his greatest characteristics

was the indomitable courage he showed during the severe strokes

of illness which laid him low in the very midst of his field of opera-

tions around Quebec, and perhaps more than all when he was

struck down again three days before the final assault, when he be-

sought a doctor just " to patch him up " that he might finish his

task with success.
" So when a great man dies,

For years beyond our ken,

The light he leaves behind him lies

Upon the paths of men."
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CHARACTER OF GENERAL WOLFE
ENERAL WOLFE seemed by nature formed for mili-

tary greatness ; his memory was retentive, his judgment

deep, and his comprehension amazingly quick and clear :

his constitutional courage was not only uniform and daring, per-

haps to an extreme, but he possessed that higher species of it (if I

may be allowed the expression), that strength, steadiness, and

activity of mind, which no difficulties could obstruct, nor dangers

deter. With an unusual liveliness, almost to impetuosity of temper,

he was not subject to passion ; with the greatest independence of

spirit, free from pride. Generous almost to profusion : he con-

temned every little art for the acquisition of wealth, whilst he

searched after objects for his charity and beneficence. The de-

serving soldier never went unrewarded, and even the needy inferior

officer frequently tasted of his bounty. Constant and distinguishing

in his attachments ; manly and unreserved, yet gentle, kind and

conciliating in his manners. He enjoyed a large share of the

friendship, and almost the universal goodwill of mankind ; and,

to crown all, sincerity and candour, a true sense of honour, justice

and public liberty, seemed the inherent principles of his nature,

and the uniform rules of his conduct.

(From the Universal Magazine, December, 1759.)
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" Of vertuous Father, vertuous Son."

(Milton.)

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL EDWARD WOLFE

Father of James Wolfe. Born 1685. Died March, 1759.

(By Sir J. Thornhill. Now in Quebec House, Westerham.)

After a lapse of nearly two hundred years it is an impossibility

to decide with any degree of certainty to which of the various

families of the name of Wolfe existing at that period the Conqueror

of Quebec owed his descent. It may be of interest to observe,

that as General Wolfe himself, his only brother Edward, and his

only uncle (on his father's side). Major Walter Wolfe, all died

unmarried, there can be no direct descendants of the name of

Wolfe from that bianch ot the family.









CAPTAIN'S COMMISSION OF EDWARD WOLFE, 1705

(In the possession of the Warde family.)
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" Happy he with such a Mother ! faith in womenkind
Beats with his blood, and trust in all things high

Comes easy to him, and tho' he trip and fall

He shall not blind his soul with clay."

(Tennyson.)

MRS. HENRIETTA WOLFE

(nee Thompson), mother of James Wolfe and daughter of Edward
Thompson, Esquire, of Long Marston in Yorkshire. Born 1704.

Died September, 1764.

(From the portrait by Hudson at Squcrryes Court, Westerham.)





LETTER FROM MRS. WOLFE TO WILLIAM BURCHER,
SENR.

nephew to General Edward Wolfe.

(In the possession of the family.)
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LONG MARSTON CHURCH, YORKSHIRE,

where the parents of James Wolfe were married.
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MARRIAGE REGISTER OF THE PARENTS OF JAMES
WOLFE
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TOWN HOUSE OI- THE THOMPSON FAMILY, YORK

(now the Black Swan Inn), where Colonel and Mrs. Wolfe
resided after their marriage, and whence they removed to

Westerham.



39



ST. CUTHBERT'S CHURCH, YORK

Founded about 687 a.d. The church regularly attended by
Henrietta Thompson from childhood, whenever her family

resided at their town house (York), and by Colonel and Mrs.

Wolfe in the early period of their married life.

The Rev. R. G. Pyne, M.A., Rector, preaching in York
Minster on the " History and Influence of St. Cuthbert's Church,"

quoted Major Beckles Willson's Life and Letters of James Wolfs.
" Mrs. Wolfe was a deeply pious woman, and in a letter to her

son, she urges him to seek strength and consolation on his knees

before his' Maker. On his twenty-fifth birthday he writes :

' You certainly advise me well—you have pointed out the only

v/ay where there can be no disappointment, and comfort that will

never fail us, carrying men steadily and cheerfully in their journey

and a place of rest at the end.'
"
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ROOM IN WESTERHAM VICARAGE

where Wolfe was born, January 2nd, 1727, his mother having

been taken ill while calling on the wife of the Vicar.
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WESTERHAM CHURCH, i 797

(From an old print.)

" Ah ! towering pines and stately Kentish spire,

Ye have one tale to tell !

Lost is that camp ! but let its fragrant story

Blend with the breath that thrills

With hop-vines' incense all the pensive glory

That fills the Kentish hills."

(Bret Harte.)





FONT IN WESTERHAM CHURCH

where Wolfe was baptized, January nth, 1727 (1726, O.S.)-
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REGISTER OF WOLFE'S BAPTISM

in St. Mary's Church, Westerham, Kent.
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MRS. JAMES BURCHER

(nl? Anne Wolfe), sister of Lieutenant-General EJward Wolfe,

and aunt to James Wolfe, with her Autograph, from a copy of

The Imitation of Christ, by a Kempis.

(Both in the possession of Alexander Owen Wolfe- Aylward.)





" Praise enough
To fill the ambition of a private man
That Chatham's language was his mother tongue

And Wolfe's great name compatriot with his own."

WILLIAM BURCHER

son of Mrs. James Burcher (nie Anne Wolfe), from whom are

descended the nearest of kin to General Wolfe of Quebec.

(From a pastel in possession of the family.)
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TOMBSTONE OF WILLIAM BURCHER AND HIS WIFE
IN LYMINGTON CHURCHYARD, HANTS

Major Beckles Willson, in his Life and Letters of James Wolfe,

page 272, alludes to Wolfe's father's sister Anne, who had

married James Burcher, and in a footnote adds :

" William Burcher, the son, survived until 1792, and is buried

in Lymington churchyard, leaving a son, Edward Wolfe Burcher.

His daughter married John Aylward, Esq., from whom is descended

Mr. Alexander Wolfe-Aylward, well known for his interest in all

that pertains to General Wolfe and the owner of several relics of

interest bequeathed to his ancestor by Mrs. Wolfe."
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" Archidamus. . . . The greatest promise that ever came into my note.

Camillo. I may well agree with you in the hopes of him: it is a gallant child."

(Shakespeare.)
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" The free, fair Homes of England !—long, long in hut and hall,

May hearts of native proof be reared to guard each hallowed

wall.

And green for ever be the groves, and bright the flowery sod.

Where first the child's glad spirit loves its country and its

God !

"

(Hemans.)

QUEBEC HOUSE, WESTERHAM, KENT

Known as " Spiers " during the period of occupation by the

Wolfe family, 1726-1738.

(Reproduced by [ermission of " Country Life.")





QUEBEC HOUSE—LANDING AND STAIRS





QUEBEC HOUSE

with original oak panelling.





TABLET IN HALL OF QUEBEC HOUSE

To the memory of Joseph Bowles Learmont of Montreal,

Canada. For the love and admiration of Wolfe he bought this

house and bequeathed it to the nation.
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QUEBEC HOUSE—MORNING-ROOM
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QUEDEC HOUSE—DINING-ROOM

Note the panel over the fireplace, bearing the Arms of Henry VI!.
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" A good education is the first thing to be thought of ; after

that a profession suited to the inclinations and abilities of the

young man."
(Wolfe to Parr.)

JAMES WOLFE
^ETAT 15

In the uniform of rns father's Regiment of Marines.

COMMISSION

Dated November, 1741, appointing James Wolfe Second-

Lieutenant in his father's Regiment of Marines.

(In the possession of John Warde, Esq.)
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CENOTAPH IN SQUERRYES PARK, WESTERHAM,

to mark the place where Wolfe received his first commission.

" Here first was Wolfe with martial ardour fired.

Here first with glory's brightest flame inspired ;

This spot, so sacred, will for ever claim

A proud alliance with its hero's name."
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WESTERHAM, 1830

" This district may be regarded as the cradle of British Canada.

. . . Patriotism means self-sacrifice, and we must see to it that our

own Mother Country and the great Dominions across the seas

should one and all take to themselves this example of Wolfe : to

make sacrifices in order to hand on to our children the great

Empire that Wolfe handed on to us."

—

Earl Stanhope.
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" Some people of the garrison to express their surprise at the

suddenness of Brigadier Wolfe's motions from one place to another

and their sentiments of the effect of his operations, used to say

—

' There is no certainty where to find him—but wherever he goes

he carries with him a mortar in one pocket and a 24-pounder in

the other.'
"

(From An Authentic Account of the Reduction of Louisbourg, by

the Rev. Philipps, who was present the whole time during the

siege and capture of the fortress. Printed for W. Owen, near

Temple Bar, 1758.)
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DESIGN FOR A FRONTISPIECE TO BOOK

from the studio of Benjamin West, embracing the characters

portrayed in his historic picture, " The Death of Wolfe."
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By his unrivalled skill, by great

And veteran service to the state.

By worth adored.

He stood in high signity.

The proudest knight of chivalry.

Knight of the sword."

(COPLAS DE MANRIQUE.)

JAMES WOLFE

By Henri Schaak. The original painting is now in the museum
at Fort Ticonderoga, New York.
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JAMES WOLFE'S COMMISSION

Gazetted 1758.
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WOLFE

(By Gainsborough.)

{In the possession of Major Pym of Foxwold Chase, Brasted.)

Said to have been painted to the order of Miss Lowther after

Wolfe's death.
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" Wolfe, where'er he fought.

Put so much of his heart into his act.

That his example had a magnet's force.

And all were swift to follow whom all loved."

(Cowpeh.)

JAMES WOLFE

From the portrait by Joseph Highmore.

{In the possession of J. Scobell Armstrong, Esq.)
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" Planned by the genius of Chatham, and carried out success-

fully by Wolfe."

(Thackeray, on the Conquest of Canada.)

WILLIAM PITT

afterwards Earl of Chatham, who selected Wolfe for command.
Appointed Secretary of State, 1756.



G 89



BRIGADIER-GENERAL THE HON. ROBERT
MONCKTON,

Second-in-Command under Wolfe. Buried in St. Mary Abbot's

Church, Kensington.

Letter written by the Hon. Robert Monckton to his brother.

" River St. Lawrence,
" I5tft September, 1759.

" Dear Brother,
" On the 13th we had an action with the French just

before Quebec ; General Wolfe received a wound in the begin-

ning of the action, of which he died soon after ; and myself one

in my right breast, through pait of my lungs, and was cut out by
my shoulder-blade, which obliged me to quit the field just as the

French were giving way ; a great mortification to me, as the

command of the army devolves to me.
" Townshend commands before Quebec, as I am not able to be

there, and I am in hopes we shall soon have the town. There is

no danger in my wound, and I was never in better health. I

write a short letter to Mr. Pitt.

" I'm yours, etc.,

" Robert Monckton."





LORD GEORGE TOWNSHEND

Politician and artist as well as a fine soldier. He took Com-
mand after the death of Wolfe, as General Monckton, upon whom
it should have devolved, was wounded during the battle.
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL THE HON. JAMES MURRAY

He was Wolfe's third Brigadier, and proved his worth at Quebec.

He was first Governor-General of Canada, was given command
of the Fortress (Quebec), and spent the winter, 1759-60, there.
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PISTOLS OF GENERAL WOLFE

(Owned by Ernest Bigelov , Esqr.)

SHORT SWORD OR HANGER

worn by Wolfe when he fell on the Heights of Abraham.





THE RT. HONBLE. ISAAC BARRE

Wolfe's Deputy-Adjutant-General. He was blinded during the

Battle of Quebec.
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JEFFREY, LORD AMHERST, K B.

was in command at Louisbourg, and afterwards Commander-in-
Chief of the British Forces in America,





CHARLES SAUNDERS, ESQRE.

(by R. Brompton), Vice-Admiral of the Blue Squadron of His

Majesty's Fleet, and Lieutenant-General of His Majesty's Marine

Forces. Commanded the squadron acting with the British Army
with Wolfe at Quebec. The fleet rendered valuable service to

Wolfe. Saunders died in 1775.

Presented to the Public Archives of Canada by Sir Leicester

Harmsworth, Bart.





CAPTAIN COOK

The great Circumnavigator—Captain of the Pembroke, 1759, at

the Siege of Quebec.

AUTOGRAPH LETTER FROM GENERAL WOLFE TO
COLONEL BURTON

(In the possession of A. O. Wolfe-Aylward.)
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LIEUTENANT HENRY BROWNE

22nd Foot and Louisbourg Grenadiers, into whose arms General

Wolfe fell, on the Heights of Abraham, 13th September, 1759.





SIMON FRASER, MASTER OF LOVAT,

who raised the first Highland Regiment (78th Highlanders).

They fought first at Louisbourg in 1758, and next at Quebec in

1759. It was Fraser who was with Wolfe at Quebec, and by his

ready answer to the challenge of the French sentry, enabled the

British troops to gain the landing-place and ascend the heights.

(From a sketch in the British Museum taken from a wax model.)
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" Mighty Wolfe, who conquered as he fell."

(Crabbe.)

DEATH OF WOLFE

(By Benjamin West, R.A.)

" All I wish for myself is, that I may at all times be ready and
firm to meet that fate we cannot shun, and to die gracefully and

properly when the hour comes, now or hereafter."— (Extract

from Wolfe's Letters.)
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THE DEATH OF WOLFE

wHILE the British troops were carrying all before

them, their young General's life was ebbing fast away.

When struck for the third time, he sank down ; he

then supported himself for a few minutes in a sitting posture.

With the assistance of Lieutenant Browne, Mr. Henderson, a

volunteer, and a private soldier, all of the Grenadier Company of

the 22nd ; Colonel Wilkinson, of the Royal Artillery, afterwards

went to his aid. From time to time Wolfe tried with his faint hand

to clear away the death-mist that gathered on his sight, but the

effort seemed vain, for presently he lay back and gave no signs of

life beyond a heavy breathing and an occasional groan. Mean-

time the French had given way and were flying in all directions.

The Grenadier officer, seeing this, called out to those around him :

" See ! they run." The words caught the ear of the dying man ;

he raised himself, like one aroused from sleep, and asked eagerly,

" Who runs i
** " The enemy, sir," answered the officer, " they

give way everywhere." " Go one of you to Colonel Buxton," said

Wolfe, ** tell him to march Webbe's (the 48th) regiment with all

speed down to the St. Charles River, to cut oft the retreat." His

voice grew faint as he spoke, and he turned as if seeking an easier

position on his side ; when he had given this last order he seemed

to feel that he had done his duty, and added feebly, but distinctly :

" Now, God be praised, I die happy." His eyes then closed, and

after a few convulsive movements he became still.

(From The Conquest of Canada, by Warburton.)

ERRATA
Page 113, line 17, -Buxton "

should

113

read "Burton



DEATH OF MONTCALM
1ATE in the evening on the evening of the 14th of Sep-

tember Montcalm also died. When his wound was first

•examined, he asked the surgeon if it was mortal, and being

answered that it was, he said :

I am glad of it ; how long can I survive i
"

" Perhaps a day, perhaps less," replied the surgeon.

" So much the better," rejoined Montcalm. " I shall not live

to see the surrender of Quebec."

When his wound was dressed, M. de Ramsay, the Governor

of the City, visited him, and desired to receive his commands for

the defence, but he refused to occupy himself any longer with

worldly affairs.

" My time is very short," continued he, " so pray leave me.

I wish you all comfort and to be happily extricated from your

present perplexities."

He then called for his Chaplain, who, with the Bishop of the

Colony, administered the last offices of religion, and remained

with him till he expired.

(From The Conquest of Canada, by Warburton.)
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" And thus this man died, leaving his death for an example of

a noble courage, and a memorial of virtue."

(II Maccabees, 6. 31.)

DEATH OF MONTCALM
Killed whilst defending Quebec against the English. Born 1712.

Died 1759. This picture, while scarcely true to historical facts,

is nevertheless interesting. It is a reproduction of a steel en-

graving made by G. Chevillet from a painting by Vateau Delineaqu.

The engraving is dedicated to the King of France. A copy of the

engraving is hung in the Council Room of the Chateau de Ramezay,
Montreal.

In the distance is seen inserted the Death of Wolfe, as depicted

by West.





MILITARY CLOAK

worn by Wolfe when he fell, on which several small bloodstains

are visible. It was examined and rearranged in glass case, 1917.

This cloak was deposited in the Tower of London for safety by
William IV.





" Whose passions not his masters are,

Whose soul is still prepared for death :

Not tied unto the world with care

Of public fame, or private breath."

(Sir H. Wotton.)

DEATH OF WOLFE

(By Penny.)

(In Ashmolean Collection, Oxford.)
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This shield was restored to the City of Quebec in 1925.
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LIKENESS IN PROFILE OF GENERAL WOLFE

taken in his camp at Montmorenci, near Quebec, September ist,

1759, by Lieutenant John MontrSsor. This was afterwards

mezzotinted and published July 30th, 1783, by B. Killingbeck,

Dover Street, London.
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PORTRAIT OF GENERAL WOLFE

(painted by Schaak from a sketch from life by Hervey Smith)

in the National Portrait Gallery. This portrait and the preceding

one are of special interest, as having both been sketched from

life, by different hands, shortly before Wolfe's death. Their

strong resemblance to one another jgeems striking evidence of

their fidelity as portraits.
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" In matrimony, the greatest consideration is with the woman,
her education and temper. Rank and fortune never come into

competition with the person. . .
."—(Extract from Wolfe's

Letters.)

MISS KATHARINE LOWTHER

Fiancee of General Wolfe at the time of his death. Daughter of

Robert Lowther, Esqre., Governor of Barbadoes, and sister of

Sir James Lowther, afterward ist Earl of Lonsdale. She after-

wards became Duchess of Bolton.

(From an original pastel in the possession of Lord Londsale.)
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" I have a perseverance in friendship that time, nor distance,

nor circumstances, can defeat."—(Extract from Wolfe's Letters.)

MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES WOLFE

(by Gainsborough), in the possession of the Corporation of

Manchester. (This portrait was painted after the death of Wolfe

from sketches made at Bath, 1758.)
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SILHOUETTE OF WOLFE

taken at Bath, 1758. By permission of the McCord Museum,
McGill University, Montreal.

COLONEL WILLIAM RICKSON

can be numbered among Wolfe's greatest friends. Many letters

written to him by Wolfe were discovered in an old military chest

in the year 1849.
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HOUSE IN TRIM STREET, BATH

Purchased by Mrs. Wolfe after the death of her husband and son.

Note the fine stone carving in the pediment over the doorway,

added by her as emblematic of their martial profession.

TABLET IN TRIM STREET, BATH

Unveiled by Sir Gilbert Parker, M.P., July 29th, 1908.
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GENERAL GEORGE WARDE

(by Opie), Lieutenant-Colonel of the 4th Dragoons. One of

Wolfe's early friends. He was buried at St. Mary's, Abchurch,

London.

(In the possession of John Warde, Esq., Sqmrryes Court,

Wcsterham.)

" True friendship between man and man is infinite and im-

mortal."
(Plato.)
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" It is only the great-hearted who can be true friends."

(Chas. Kingsley.)

SIR GUY CARLETON

(afterwards Lord Dorchester), Governor of Canada, was one of

Wolfe's special friends. Together with General George Warde
he was an Executor of Mrs. Wolfe's Will.

{In the possession of Brigadier-General L. R. Carleton.)
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ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, EARL OF ST. VINCENT

He was a life-long friend of Wolfe, and it was to him that the

miniature of Katharine Lowther was entrusted the night before

the General's death.

(From the painting by Hoppner.)





" But since, alas 1 ignoble age must come,

Disease and death's inexorable doom.
That life which others pay let us bestow,

And give to fame what we to Nature owe.

Brave let us fall, or honoured if we live.

Or let us glory gain, or glory give.

Such, men shall own, deserve a sovereign state.

Envied by those they dare not imitate.

(Homer.)

THE DEATH OF WOLFE

(By Barry, R.A.)

(In the possession of Colonel Sir Lees Knowles, Bart.)
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LOUIS JOSEPH DE MONTCALM-GOZON

Marquis de Saint Veran, was born in the Chateau de Candiac,

near Nimes, France, February 28th, 171a.
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CHATEAU DE CANDIAC

near Nimes, France.
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CHATEAU DE VESTRIC

near Nimes, with statue of Montcalm,
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BEDROOM OF MONTCALM

in the ChSteau de Vestric.





THE LAST RESTING-PLACE OF MONTCALM
Interior view of the Chapel of the Ursulines, Quebec, beneath

the floor of which the remains of the gallant General are interred.

His funeral took place on the evening of September 14th, 1759/

when his body was lowered into a grave that had been formed in

the earth beneath the chapel floor by the bursting of a shell.

The memorial tablets seen between the grated openings in the

wall to the right of the illustration are directly above the grave.

{Photo by Livernois, Quebec.)

" HONNEUR A MONTCALM
LE DESTIN

EN LUI DEROBANT LA VICTOIRE
L'A RECOMPENSE

PAR UNE MORT GLORIEUSE."

Epitaph composed by Lord Alymer for the grave in the

Ursuline Chapel.
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THE FUNERAL

SATURDAY morning, at seven o'clock, His Majesty's

ship, " The Royal William," fired two signal guns for the

removal of the remains of the ever - to - be - lamented

General Wolfe. At eight o'clock the body was lowered out of the

ship into a twelve-oared barge, towed by two twelve-oared barges,

and attended by twelve twelve-oared barges to the bottom of the

point, in a train of gloomy silent pomp, suitable to the melancholy

occasion, grief shutting up the lips of the fourteen barges' crew ;

minute guns were fired from the ships at Spithead, from the time

of the body's leaving the ship to its being landed at the point,

which was one hour ; the regiment of invalids were ordered under

arms before eight ; and, being joined by a company of the train in

this garrison, marched from our parade to the bottom of the point,

to receive the gallant remains. At nine the body was landed, and

put into a travelling hearse, attended by a mourning coach (both

sent from London), and proceeded through the garrison ; the

colours on our fort were struck half flag-staff : our bells were

muffled, and rung in dismal solemn concert with the march ;

minute guns were fired on our platform at the entrance of the

corpse to the end of the procession, the company of the train led

the van, with their arms reversed ; the corpse followed, and the

invalid regiment followed the hearse, their arms reversed
;

they

conducted the hapless happy relics to the landport gates, where

the train opened to right and left ; the hearse proceeded through

them on its way to Greenwich. This concluded the little ceremony

we were able to pay to the first class of merit.

Although there were many thousands of people assembled on
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THE FUNERAL

this occasion, not the least disturbance happened ; nothing to be

heard but moans and murmuring broken accounts of their dead

hero.

His corpse was interred privately, in the family vault in Green-

wich, between seven and eight o'clock at night on the Tuesday

following, attended to the grave by the Rev. Mr. Swindon, Mr.

Fisher, Captain De Lann of Kingsley's ; Captain Bell, his aide-

de-camp, and Lieutenant Scott of the regiment late Lieutenant-

General Wolfe's, father to the deceased.

(From the Universal Magazine, November 21st, 1759. Ex-

tract from a letter from Portsmouth, dated November 18th.)

November 22nd,

The thanks of the House of Commons will be given to all the

officers that were at the taking of Quebec ; and it has also been

unanimously resolved that a monument be erected to the memory

of the late General Wolfe.
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" Next to valour the best qualities in a military man are vigilance

and caution."—(Extract from Letter of Wolfe.)

FRONTISPIECE OF BOOK

en subject of Fortifications, in the Royal Artillery Library,

Woolwich, England, with annotations in Wolfe's hand-writing.





MACARTNEY HOUSE, GREENWICH PARK,

where Colonel and Mrs. Wolfe resided in 1752, and whence

General Wolfe left to join the expedition to North America.

Here it was his body lay in state prior to interment in the family

vault in Greenwich Parish Church.

WOLFE'S WILL

(From the original at Somerset House.)





ST. ALPHEGE CHURCH, GREENWICH,

where Wolfe and his parents were buried. The church was
built in 171 1 upon the reputed site of the martyrdom at the hands
of the Danes in 1011 of St. Alphege (Archbishop of Canterbury).
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The following is from a publication appearing a few years after

Wolfe's death :

" An essay on the truly great and justly lamented Major-

General Wolfe, who fell victoriously before Quebec, September

13th, 1759.

" Here rests from toil, in narrow bounds confin'd,

The human shell of a celestial mind ;

Who once with splendour, fill'd a scene so large,

And took the fate of Empires in his charge ;

A hero, with a patriot's zeal inspired,

By public virtue, not by passion fir'd.

A hero, disciplined in wisdom's school ;

The action ardent, in reflection cool.

In bloom of years, who gained a glorious name,

And reap'd betimes the harvest of his fame.

Before Quebec he charged the daring foe,

And quick as lightening, struck the fatal blow.

By active valour made the day his own,

And lived to see the numerous foe o'erthrown.

Crowned by first victory, drew his latest breath
;

As wont to smile on danger, smil'd on death,

And having bravely for his country fought,

Dy'd nobly as he wished, and calmly as he ought.

The troops around him shar'd a glorious grief,

And while they gathered laurels, wept their chief

;

Their chief ! to whom the great Montcalm gave way ;

And fell to crown the honours of the day !

"
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MEMORIAL WINDOW TO GENERAL WOLFE
AT ST. ALPHEGE, GREENWICH

THE TABLET IN THE NORTH-WEST WALL OF
ST. ALPHEGE CHURCH, GREENWICH

Unveiled by Field-Marshal Sir George White, November
28th, 1908.
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REPRODUCTIONS OF RUBBINGS FROM THE COFFIN
PLATES OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND MRS.

HENRIETTA WOLFE

the parents of General James Wolfe, obtained prior to the closing

up of the family vault in i860.

REPLICA OF COFFIN PLATE IN BRASS

placed in the floor of St. Alphege Church, Greenwich, above

the vault in which Wolfe's remains rest.



Major Gen^
James Wolfe
Aged 3 2 U^md

17 /59

I THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT REPLICA OF THE
! COFFIN PLATE IN THE VAULT BELOW.

PRESENTED BY HENRY RICHARDSON.
MAYOR OF GREENWICH. 1908.



THE ENTRANCE TO WOLFE'S FAMILY VAULT
AT ST. ALPHEGE CHURCH, GREENWICH

Now closed in.

RUBBING FROM INSCRIPTION ON THE OUTSIDE
OF VAULT
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" No tombstone need his worth proclaim,

Quebec shall for ever record his fame :

Quebec shall for ever, with wonder tell.

How great beneath her walls, her conq'ror fell."

(Published in one of the volumes of the Percy Anecdotes.)

THE WOLFE MONUMENT
standing on the spot where he fell, is a tall column rising from a

square base, surmounted by a sword and helmet, and bears the

inscription, " Here died Wolfe victorious, Sept. 13th, 1759."

A small column was placed upon the spot in 1834 by Lord Aylmcr,

with the inscription, " Here died Wolfe in the Arms of Victory."

This memorial having been reduced to a state of ruin by souvenir

hunters was replaced by the Officers of the Army in Canada by
the present monument. The Plains of Abraham, where the

battle was fought, were so named after a pilot known as Maitre

Abraham, who owned the land in the early days of the Colony.
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Not by the power of commerce, art, or pen

Shall a great Empire stand ; nor has it stood

;

But by the noble deeds of noble men.
Heroic lives, and Heroes' outpoured blood."

MEMORIAL OBELISK

standing in the Government Garden at Quebec, erected by

Lord Dalhousie. On either side of it are the names of Wolfe and

Montcalm, and between them on the side facing the road a Latin

inscription freely translated, " Upon the two together Valour

bestowed Death, History, Fame, and Posterity this Memorial."
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" Rest happy shade, while round thy early tomb
Kings, Senates mourn, and deathless laurels bloom.

And oh ! tho' story'd marble must decay,

And trophies, busts and statues melt away.

Yet shall thy deeds like C«esar's still survive.

And, by thyself recorded, ever live."

{Gentleman's Magazine, 1759.)

TABLET ERECTED IN WESTERHAM CHURCH IN 1760

BY A FEW RESIDENTS

The inscription is by the then Vicar, the Rev. George Lewis.





WOLFE MEMORIAL WINDOW IN WESTERHAM
CHURCH

the funds for which were raised by public subscription. The
subject, " The Nativity," from a design by the late Sir Edward
Burne-Jones, Bart. This window was unveiled by Mr. A, O.

Wolfe-Aylward, November 7th, 1909.





MONUMENT TO WOLFE AT STOWE, BUCKINGHAM

Erected by Earl Temple, 1761.

Inscribed :

Major Gen. Wolfe MDCCLIX.
" OSTENDUNT TERR IS HUNC TANTUM fata." (The Fates but shew

him to the World.)
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" What mcne those stones yt hollowed are so deep

Or those fair monuments but that they keep

A thing not dead but laid downe for to sleep."

MONUMENT IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Photographed with wreaths on the 150th Anniversary.





MONUMENT IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY WITH
CANADIAN REGIMENTAL COLOURS DURING THE

GREAT WAR
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STATUE

from a design by Derwent Wood, R.A., erected on the Green at

Westerham, Kent. Unveiled by Field-Marshal Lord Roberts,

January 2nd, 191 1.
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BONBONNIERE BELONGING TO WOLFE

(Battersea Enamel.)

(In the possession of A. O. Wolfe-Aylward.)

It might interest readers to know how the personal effects of General Wolfe

here illustrated came into the possession of the author's family. On the death

of his mother, who survived him, they passed to William Burcher, the son of

Anne Burcher (nee Wolfe), she being the eldest member of the family with the

exception of her brother Walter (Wolfe's uncle) who died unmarried. This

William Burcher had two sons, William and Edward Wolfe Burcher. The first-

named died without issue and the latter was the great grandfather of the

present owners, to whom they have been handed down.
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WOLFE'S DRESSING-GOWN

It was used as a shroud for the body of the hero while being

conveyed from America to England. Now at Quebec House,

Westerham.
(.Owned by A. O. Wolfe-Aylward.)





SNUFF-BOX

of Bog oak and gold, brought from Ireland by General Wolfe.

(In the possession of A. O. Wolfe-Aylward.)

SNUFF-BOX

Tortoise-shell and silver.

{Wolseley Collection, Royal United Service Institution, London.)
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KNIVES AND FORKS

with handles of horn stained green, used by the Wolfe family

when residing at Quebec House, Westerham.

(Owned by A. O. Wolfe-Aylward.)





TABLE LINEN

the property of Mrs. Wolfe as mentioned in her Will dated

February 25th, 1763, Left to her nephew, William Burcher, and

in turn to his son, Edward Wolfe Burcher.

Note the original " W " and the addition of the latter's initials.

(/n the possession of A. O. Wolfe-Ayhvard.)
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GOLD SEAL BEARING THE WOLFE AND THOMPSON
ARMS USED BY GENERAL WOLFE

These were not registered at the College of Arms, due probably

to his early death.

THE ARMS ENLARGED

{In the possession of the Family.)





" Measure thy life by works done—not by days."

WOLFE MEDALLION

modelled in wax, in the possession of Colonel Turnour-Fetherston-

haugh at Uppark, Sussex. It bears the inscription, " Lieut.

-

Gene.al James Wolfe " (by Gosset).
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His soul to Him who gave it rose

God led it to its long repose

Its glorious rest.

And though the warrior's sun has set

Its light shall linger round us yet

Bright, Radiant, Blest."



207





209





LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS
TO THE STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION OF

THE PICTORIAL LIFE OF WOLFE

Lt.-Col. H. Bonham Carter.

Ernest M.Dence,Esq.,L.C.C. (3).

Rev. Reginald Gaynesford Pyne,

M.A.

Miss MadelaineH . Oppenheimer

.

Miss Wolfe.

Sir R. Leicester Harmsworth,

Bart.

The Rt. Hon. Earl Stanhope,

D.S.O., M.C.

Major E. C. Browne.

David A. Alexander, Esq., M.B.

Miss F. A. Hale (2).

Major Frank Montresor.

Office of the High Commissioner

for Canada.

W. G. Ball, Esq.

J. W. Cook, Esq. (3).

Miss Aylward (2).

Rev. Canon C. P. Thompson.

Robert Aylward, Esq.

Lt.-Col. D. A. Campbell.

Miss M. E. Webb (2).

The Librarian, Royal United

Service Institution.

A. E. Bidmead, Esq.

Rev. E. Baddelay, M.A.

Wilfred E. Barnes, Esq. (2).

Lt.-Col. R. S. Wilson (2).

The Hon. Peter C. Larkin.

Mrs. C. B. Learmont (Mon-

treal) (6).

Dr. J. C. Webster, M.D., D.Sc,

LL.D. (New Brunswick).

Lady Drummond (Montreal).

Dr. C. H. Verge.

Rev. A. Aubert.

Mrs. Acworth.

Rt. Hon. Sir Hamar Greenwood,

Bart., K.C., M.P.

Legislative Librarian, Toronto,

Ont., Canada.

Major C. E. Pym, O.B.E., J.P.

Lt.-Col. H. A. Bethune.

Sir Wm. Plender, Bart., G.B.E.,

Chas. F. Earle, Esq. [J.P.

H. Scobell Armstrong, Esq.

The Officers' Mess, Royal

Marines (Plymouth Div.).

Office of the Agent- General for

British Columbia.

Sir Campbell Stuart, G.B.E. (2).

211



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS

The Librarian
, Sergeants' Mess,

R.M. Barracks, Plymouth,

Jerome A. Johnson, Esq. (Mon-

treal).

University of Toronto.

The McCord National Museum
(Montreal).

Dr.W. D. Lighthall, K.C., LL.D.

(Montreal).

The Fraser Institute (Montreal).

Ward C. Pitfield, Esq. (Mon-

treal).

Rt. Rev. Lennox Williams, D.D.

(Quebec).

The Hon. Martin Burrell

(Ottawa).

The Dominion Archivist (Ottawa)

Stephen H. P. Pell, Esq., The
Fort Ticonderoga Museum,
N.Y.

The New York Historical Society

J. Goddard Timms, Esq.

Mrs. J. Laird Busk.

Rev. Thomas Harrison.

Rev. A. J. Roberts.

Colonel William Wood (Quebec).

Rev. E. St. G. Schomberg.

W. Gouldsmith, Esq.

Sir Lees Knowles. Bart., C.V.O.,

O.B.E., T.D.

Major D. Hay Thornburn.

Messrs. E. G. Allen & Son, Ltd.

212

Rev. Carr Glyn Acworth, J.P.

The Historical Association of

Annapolis Royal.

The President, Mess Committee,

2nd Battn. The Lancashire

Fusiliers.

A. W. Chippindale, Esq.

Mrs. Herbert Walker (Montreal).

George Wolfe, Esq., J.P.

Chief Librarian, Croydon Public

Libraries.

Rev. G. Pykett (Penang).

Lt.-Col. P. N. Nissen,Yj.S.O.

Evans Lewin, Esq., M.B.E.

Public Library Commission,

Victoria, B.C.

C. Moberly Bell, Esq. (2).

Public Library of New York.

New York State Library,

Albany.

Dr. Colby (Montreal) (3).

Mrs. J. A. Edsell (New Zealand).

L. M. Foggin, Esq., O.B.E.

(Rhodesia).

Mrs. W. R. Chennells (Bula-

wayo).

Ontario Agricultural College.

Mrs. A. Roberts.

The University of Saskatche-

wan, Canada.

The McGill University Library,

Montreal.



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS

The Over -Seas League, Lon-

don, S.W. i.

Legislative Library, Charlotte-

town, P.E.L, Canada.

Dr. Finley (Montreal) (3).

The Henry E. Huntington

Library and Art Gallery,

San Marino, California.

Richard E. West, Esq. (Vice-

President National Rose

Society), Reigate.

Dr. H. A. Lafleur (Montreal).

Hudson's Bay Company,
London, E.C. 2.

Brig.-Gen. H. S. Birkett, C.B.,

M.D. (Montreal).

Director of Publications, Book

Section, London, S.W. 1.

The Secretary, Bank of Mon-
treal, Montreal.

Hon. Sir Edward Kemp,
K.C.M.G., P.C. (Toronto).

The Public Archives of Canada,

Ottawa.

Librarian, Durham School,

Durham.

J. W. McConnell, Esq. (Mon-
treal) (2).

A. St. L. Trigge, Esq. (Toronto).

Forbes Library, Northampton,
Mass.

C. S. Scott, Esq., F.C.A. (Hamil-

ton).

Henry G. Birks, Esq. (Montreal).

Alexander Fraser, Esq., LL.D.

(Ontario).

Newberry Library, Chicago.

Mrs. D. A. Dunlap (Toronto).

Lt.-Col. W. A. Gratn (P. Que-

bec) (2).

The Department of the Secre-

tary of State of Canada,

London, E.C. 4.

Mrs. Ethel Hume.
Pierre - Georges Roy, Esq.

(Quebec).

The Ryerson Press, Toronto,

Canada.

Mrs. A. Mary E. Chennells

(South Africa).

Alwyn Lasenby, Esq.

E. F. Osier, Esq. (Ontario).

W. H. Wiggs, Esq. (Quebec).

Dunlop Pearce Penhallow, Esq.,

M.D. (Washington).

Rev. Canon H. A. Scott

(St. Foy, Quebec).

Messrs. Truslove & Hanson
(London).

Messrs. Truslove & Hanson
(for Sydney Library).

Miss Skinner.

Sidney Kilworth Keyes, Esq.

Miss Elsie Evelyn Gray (Sydney).

Mrs. E. J. Armstrong.

Rev. Alexander Sharpe.




















